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	CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST No. 1

	 Date: 7 October 2015

	Project title and Identification:
	Project Location: 

	Legal and social assistance to refugees and asylum-seekers 
	Republic of Moldova

	Brief Background of the Project:

	Republic of Moldova is still perceived as mainly a country of origin and transit for migrants and persons in need of international protection. The country recently became a country of destination in particular for Syrians, Ukrainians, Iraqis and Afghanis. Throughout 2014 a total of 245 persons applied for asylum in the Republic of Moldova which is a significant increase from 163 in 2013. The significant increase continued into 2015, mainly due to the stable flow of Syrian and Ukrainian asylum-seekers with 224 new asylum applications in the first eight months of 2015.  

Asylum-seekers face numerous challenges which pushes many of them to move on to third countries in search of protection and higher life standards. Numerous asylum-seekers are drawn to EU countries either through family ties or the availability of support from their ethnic communities.

As of 31 August 2015, there were 416 refugees or persons with humanitarian (complementary) protection status registered in Moldova, whereas 142 asylum-seekers were awaiting first instance or court decisions. 

UNHCR has worked closely with the Moldovan authorities since the country has ratified the 1951 Convention. Despite improvements with regard to legislation and judicial review, the Moldovan asylum system still room for progress in the quality of national Refugee Status Determination (RSD); due process in the RSD procedure (e.g. underdeveloped interpretation services); documentation of asylum-seekers and refugees (Convention Travel Documents); a challenging legal, social and economic climate for local integration for refugees. 

In terms of social security, Republic of Moldova has yet to introduce affordable government housing scheme for refugees. Private accommodation is often sub-standard and expensive. Asylum-seekers encounter significant challenges while trying to become officially employed or receive social assistance. Access by refugees and asylum-seekers to public health care is problematic because of the language barrier and documentation issues. 



	Goal/Objective, Expected Outcome and Main Activities:

	The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is mandated by the United Nations to lead and coordinate international action for the world-wide protection of refugees and the resolution of refugee problems.

UNHCR’s primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well-being of refugees. UNHCR strives to ensure that everyone can exercise the right to seek asylum and find safe refuge in another state, or to return home voluntarily

UNHCR’s overall strategy is to support the Moldovan authorities in developing an asylum system meeting international and European standards. 

The objective of the project is to:

· improve authorities’ capacities to process asylum claims in line international standards and practice and increase protection of persons of concern (PoCs) – asylum seekers, refugees, beneficiaries of humanitarian protection;
· improve integration and self-reliance prospects of PoCs by capacitating the Government;

· improve authorities’ capacities to include the PoCs in social and security schemes.   
The project will contribute to the overall strategy by addressing the following issues:
· Access to the territory

· Access to the asylum procedure

· Due process in the asylum procedure

· Fair outcomes in the asylum procedure

· Social and economic rights for refugees, persons with complementary protection and asylum-seekers

· Detention of asylum-seekers

· Access of persons of concern to free legal aid and representation

· Readmission of asylum-seekers

· Security of persons of concern (including tolerance building) on the territory of Moldova 

· Counseling on durable solutions, including local integration, voluntary repatriation and resettlement.

The following results are expected:

· All asylum seekers have access to the territory and RSD;
· 100% of asylum-seekers counseled on rights and duties;

· 100% PoCs counseled on available social services and have their social and economic  rights fulfilled;

· Public defenders involved in at least 20 RSD litigation cases;

· At least 100 representatives of the central administration and the judiciary trained.
· At least 20 PoCs have submitted applications for citizenship.
UNHCR will continue to provide financial and in-kind assistance to the persons of concern with specific needs in 2016. Specific focus will be given to persons who cannot support themselves due to their age, health condition or other special circumstances. 

The Project will assist UNHCR in its advocacy efforts at the national level and individual case basis to ensure access of PoCs to national welfare system. Efforts will be made to promote and ensure self-reliance where possible.

	Intended Population of Concern:

	Asylum-seekers, beneficiaries of humanitarian protection and refugees in the Republic of Moldova. 

	Eligibility criteria:

	Expressions of Interest shall be submitted by any non-profit civil society actor in the Republic of Moldova. This excludes politically affiliated organizations, businesses, media organizations.

Joint submissions by several organizations are encouraged.

	Project Period [estimated start and end dates of project]:

	1 January – 31 December, 2016

	Submission Deadline:
	Date Decision Results to be Communicated to Applicants:

	21 October, 2015
	30 October, 2015

	Selection Criteria

	Sector expertise and experience: demonstrated knowledge and experience implementing refugee legislation, standards and practice.

	Project management: at least five years’ experience in implementing projects, accountability mechanisms in place and sound financial management, taking into account available audit results and past performance.

	Local experience, presence and community relations: relevant experience with public institutions; understanding of the needs of the PoCs.

	Contribution of resources: evidenced and documented contribution of resources to the Project in cash or in-kind (e.g. human resources, supplies and/or equipment) by the partner that are presently available (or potentially mobilized by the partner) in order to supplement UNHCR resources.

	Cost effectiveness: proportionate level of direct costs and administrative costs imposed on the Project in relation to project deliverables.

	Experience working with UNHCR: global and/or local partnerships including knowledge of UNHCR policies, practices and programs, including an understanding of and ability to work within UNHCR's funding limitations and associated inherent risks would be an advantage. Partners that have three consecutive qualified audit opinions may not be considered.

	Assessment process:

	Expressions of Interest will be assessed against the selection criteria specified above by a special Committee. Each applicant will be informed in written about the decision taken.

At this stage of the Call, the shortlisting of an expression of interest does not constitute a binding commitment – either implicit or explicit – on the part of the UNHCR to finance proposed activities.

Shortlisted applicants will be invited to develop more detailed proposals.

	Procedure for submission of expressions of interest

	Prospective partners must submit the following documents within the aforementioned deadline:

· Brief concept note as per the template attached in English

· Filled in and signed attached Partner declaration (for the prospective partners not yet registered with UNHCR Headquarters)

· Copies of the registration documents

· The Charter of the organization.

The documents quoting above project title should be sent either electronically to mdach@unhcr.org or directly to the following address:

UNHCR Moldova

68, Mateevici str.

2009, Chisinau, Moldova

Expressions of interest submitted after the deadline of this call will not be considered.

Relevant questions may be addressed to mdach@unhcr.org.



